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the chemical force of heat, which is the cause of
fusion, was in operation upon the matter from the
beginning, this fusion was a primary and not a
secondary condition of it. To suppose that the
world was formed in a state of fusion from centre
to circumference involves two absurdities: first,
that the Creator produced an immediate stupen-
dous effect independent of the force created for
the cause of that effect; and secondly, that such
an effect could be produced by a dynamic cause,
operating at the present rate of its force. If the
skeptical geologist deny creative power, then the
theory supposes a vast effect to rise from an obvi-
ously inadequate cause; or, rather, from no cause
at all.

Mr. Bakewell, an eminent geologist, says:

"The greatest depth to which the geologist can extend his
observations from the uppermost strata to the very lowest beds
that have been raised up or laid bare by the natural operations
that have formed mountains or valleys is less than eight miles:
a thickness which compared with the bulk of the earth does
not exceed that of a coat of varnish upon an artificial globe."

"If the earth be composed of a solid crust or shell surround-
ing a fluid mass, this internal fluid would be subjected to the
attraction of the sun and moon, or in other words would have
its regular tides. We are not acquainted with any counteract-
ing influence to prevent the impulse of these tides upon the
solid shell."

Now nothing can be clearer than this: Such a
crust, comparatively so thin in formation, could
not have resisted the internal surging tidal action,
which would not only have prevented it from
solidifying into rock, but by the force of pent-up
radiation would have burst it into millions of